
 
 

 

 

What is Information Ratio? 
 
The Information Ratio (IR) is a key performance metric that evaluates how 
effectively an investment manager generates excess returns relative to a benchmark, 
considering the risk taken.  
It helps assess whether a fund manager has consistently delivered superior risk-
adjusted returns as compared to its benchmark. Risk-adjusted returns measure how 
much risk was taken to achieve the generated returns, expressed as a numerical 
value. 
A higher Information Ratio indicates better performance, when compared with 
performance of similar schemes. It also suggests a greater likelihood of consistently 
outperforming its benchmark. 
 
How is the Information Ratio Used? 
 
The IR is widely used in fund selection and performance analysis in the following 
ways: 

i. Evaluating Active Fund Managers 
Investors use IR to assess whether a fund manager is consistently adding 
value over time. A higher IR suggests skilled management, while a low or 
negative IR indicates underperformance. 
 

ii. Comparing Funds with Similar Strategies 
IR helps compare fund managers’ ability to generate returns above a 
benchmark while managing risk effectively. By comparing the Information 
Ratio of different fund managers, investors can identify those who 
consistently outperform the market with a well-balanced level of risk. 
 

iii. Long-Term Perspective 
The Information Ratio can reveal a fund manager’s consistency in delivering 
outperformance over an extended period. A consistently high IR over an 
extended period indicates a fund manager's ability to generate excess returns 
beyond short-term market fluctuations. 
 

iv. Assessing Risk-Adjusted Performance 
One of the key distinction of the IR is its focus on risk-adjusted returns. It 
doesn’t merely consider how much a portfolio has gained; it also accounts 
for the risk taken to achieve those gains. As an investor, it is essential because 
higher returns are not always better. Investors need to consider the risk 
involved. The IR helps in identifying portfolios that provide better risk-
adjusted returns 

 
Limitations of Information Ratio 
While the Information Ratio is a useful metric, it has certain limitations. It’s 
important to be aware of these limitations when using this metric. 



 
 

i. Focus on Relative Performance 
The Information Ratio focuses only on relative performance against a 
benchmark and does not show the fund’s absolute returns. A portfolio could 
have a high Information Ratio but still deliver poor absolute returns if the 
benchmark itself performs poorly. 
 

ii. Dependency on Benchmark Choice  
The Information Ratio heavily relies on the chosen benchmark. Different 
benchmarks can result in different IR values, making comparisons difficult. 
Careful consideration of the benchmark’s appropriateness is crucial. 
 

iii. Ignores Market Conditions 
IR does not differentiate between performance in bull and bear markets. A 
fund with a high IR in a rising market may not perform well in a downturn. 
 

iv. Inability to Account for External Factors 
The IR does not consider external factors that may impact a Fund manager's 
performance, such as changes in market conditions, regulatory changes, or 
unexpected events. These factors can significantly influence a fund manager's 
ability to generate alpha. 

 
Key Takeaways 

• A higher IR suggests a fund is delivering consistent risk-adjusted 

outperformance. 

• Investors should compare IR across funds with similar strategies to make 

informed choices. 

• IR should be analyzed alongside other metrics like Sharpe Ratio, Sortino Ratio, 

and Alpha for a holistic performance assessment. 

By understanding the Information Ratio, investors can make better decisions about 
fund selection, ensuring they choose managers who deliver consistent excess 
returns without taking excessive risk. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


